To consider current advances in proper perspective, to learn the theoretical aspects behind the development and to appreciate their dependence on related disciplines makes inordinate demands on reading time. Conversely, simple review articles are seldom sufficiently broad in concept to do more than form quanta of abstracted material into chains of superficial understanding. Realizing this, the editors have secured the support of men pre-eminent in the specialty who have contributed chapters which discuss published and unpublished research and clinical material, not necessarily offered as a final answer, but stating the present position as they see it.
especially useful to psychologists dealing with the elderly, who have hitherto lacked a reliable yardstick by which to assess records. The authors are to be congratulated in filling a definite gap in the literature of old age. TREVOR H HOWELL Advances in Obstetrics and Gynecology Volume 1 edited by Stewart L Marcus MD and Cyril C Marcus MD pp xvii+699 illustrated £7 14s Baltimore: Williams & Wilkins 1967 Edinburgh & London: E & S Livingstone To consider current advances in proper perspective, to learn the theoretical aspects behind the development and to appreciate their dependence on related disciplines makes inordinate demands on reading time. Conversely, simple review articles are seldom sufficiently broad in concept to do more than form quanta of abstracted material into chains of superficial understanding. Realizing this, the editors have secured the support of men pre-eminent in the specialty who have contributed chapters which discuss published and unpublished research and clinical material, not necessarily offered as a final answer, but stating the present position as they see it.
Understandably, the chapters are not of equal impact and some selections are in unfortunate isolation. The multicentric origin of carcinoma might have been better left to a later volume surrounded by wider discussion on cytology and epithelial histopathology. A few simple review articles have slipped in; there is little new related about toxemia of pregnancy, septic shock or the complications of radiotherapy of the cervix. The quality of the large body of material discussed, particularly that relating to the physiology of pregnancy, is quite splendid and greatly facilitates the understanding of new ideas in reproductive pathophysiology. The reader should look beyond the somewhat unadventurous title; such a net seldom made such a fine catch. Other subjects include cardiac arrest and its management, pulmonary function studies and ma'Labsorption syndromes. Naturally, in a book this si-ze no one aspect can be dealt with in depth and this cannot have been the purpose of the author. On the other hand, the very rapid and superficial surveying of a wide field can sometimes leave the reader with a sense of emptiness and dissatisfaction.
This book gives admirable, up-to-date surveys of the subjects discussed. It will serve as a useful companion to more lengthy, less readable, textbooks of medicine and will undoubtedly be read with profit by senior students and many practitioners and physicians. The concise, well-chosen bibliography is to be welcomed. IAN It is four years since the last edition of this paperbacked pocket book was produced. It is well established as an authoritative information source for the interpretation of the results of biochemical tests in clinical medicine. The various tests and investigations are arranged alphabetically; under each heading are given normal values, variations in physiological states and alterations in disease states. In some sections the principle of the method is also given. In this edition some sections have been rewritten, others increased in their content and others, which are now out-dated or of little clinical value, have been deleted. The various sections cover a wide range of investigations and include many not performed in routine laboratories.
In an otherwise excellent book there are a few sections and inclusions that are open to criticism. In the section dealing with the metyrapone test, the intravenous method is described rather than the more commonly used oral test. In the section dealing with the Henderson-Hasselbach equation the old terminology of alkali reserve and carbon dioxide combining power is used, which has now been largely discarded. In the sections dealing with enzymes many of the normal range values are given as units/ml instead of in the newer terminology of i.u./l, although the latter are given in some of the new sections. Despite these and other minor criticisms, the book is an invaluable source of information for anyone, in any specialty or field of clinical medicine, who is called upon to interpret the results of biochemical investigations.
